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from which Mr. Smith stated his conjecture that she was still 
living when the stone was placed over her husband's grave. 
The name "inominatus," Mr. Smith suggested, might be a 
latinization of the Irish Christian name " Fearganonym" 
(literally "a man without a name"), which appears frequently 
in the Patent Rolls and other historical documents of this pe- 
riod, as one commonly in use among various septs and families 
of Irish descent. He read an extract from the Patent Roll of 
the 28th, 29th, and 30th Henry VIII. (dorso, lxxi. 3.) of the 
enrollment of an *' Indenture between Lord Leonard Gray, 
Viscount Grane, the King's Deputy, and Fergynanym Roe 
O'Byrne, whereby it is agreed that the said Fergynanym 
shall be the king's faithful subject, and serve at hostings with 
his power, at his own expense ; that he shall pay to the King's 
use four-pence Ir. yearly, for every horse, mare, cow, bull 
and ox, being in future in the town of Ballihorsy, Cowlyth, 
Dwly, Dromor, and Kilparke. And the Deputy shall main- 
tain and defend said Fergynanym, and his tenants, &c, and 
the possessions in the towns aforesaid, against all men, as 
well English as Irish."— 17 Sep. 1536. 

The O'Byrne mentioned in this indenture, Mr. Smith sup- 
poses was the same whose tomb remains in the Cathedral of 
Old Leighlin. 

In conclusion, he suggested that careful rubbings of the 
tombstones which yet remain in the various churches and 
abbeys, especially in Kilkenny and Cork, and other places 
in the south of Ireland, and which are every day fast disap- 
pearing under the hand of time, would preserve a vast deal 
of curious information, of no inconsiderable value to the topo- 
grapher, the genealogist, and the historian. 



Mr. Ball brought under the notice of the Academy, as an 
unobserved fact, a beautiful provision in the foetus of the 
spined dog-fish (Acanthias vulgaris), by which the mother is 
protected from being lacerated by the spines of the young 
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before birth. He exhibited two perfectly developed young, 
which he had taken from the mother on the 30th of Novem- 
ber last ; in these the spines were each covered at the point 
with a small knob of cartilage, fastened by straps of the same 
material, passing down one on each of the three sides of 
each spine, in such a manner as evidently to become easily 
detached at birth, thus allowing the little animal to commence 
life effectively armed. He mentioned that the female in 
question contained a large number of eggs, in various states 
of development, in addition to the two fully-formed young ; 
and he took occasion to remark, that this fish is so destructive 
to herrings that fishermen look on it with abhorence : in this 
he thought they were wrong, for he considers that some of 
the success of fishing with driving nets is to be attributed 
to the headlong haste with which shoals of herrings go along 
when pursued by enormous packs of dog-fishes, and that thus 
they serve man rather than injure him. Fishermen, however, 
destroy the dog-fish whenever it falls into their power, as they 
did the specimen which gave occasion to this notice. 

Dr. Allman mentioned an analogous fact in the ova of 
Cristatella mucedo. 



Rev. N. J. Halpin commenced the reading of a paper on 
some passages in the life of Shakspere. 



Rev. Dr. Drummond presented to the Museum an ancient 
Ogham inscription, on the pact of Francis W. Jennings, Esq. 

Mr. Robert Mallet presented a drawing of a silver antique 
ring found in Ireland, and presented to the British Museum 
by Lord Enniskillen, containing an inscription in characters 
resembling Chinese. 

DONATIONS. 

Proceedings connected with the magnetical and meteoro- 
gical Conference, held at Cambridge, in June, 1 845. Pre- 
sented by the Association. 



